
 

Coleman, Yvonne Page 1 02/06/2021 
Version number 2 

 
Dear Chairman, 

 

Section 106 Town/Parish Wish List 

 

The council recognises that when developers build new houses, the development may have an 

impact on the local community. For example, the growth in the local population might lead to greater 

pressure on education facilities. We can use Section 106 Agreements to require developers to pay 

for infrastructure to help mitigate the impact of developments. In addition, Section 106 agreements 

can be used to secure the delivery of affordable housing  

 

Section 106 agreements are legal agreements negotiated between the council and the developer. 

The council can request financial contributions and affordable housing for development sites of 11 

residential units or more. 

 

Under the Government’s National Policy Planning Framework (NPPF), which sets out the 

Government’s planning policies and, how they should be delivered, we can only ask for funds for 

infrastructure which meet the following ‘three statutory tests’: 

• the project is necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms; 

• it is directly related to the development; and 

• it is fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development 

 

The table below shows how this might work in practice: 

 

Test (as set out in the 

NPPF) 

We can ask for funding 

if……….. 

We can’t ask for funding 

if…….. 

Necessary to make the 

development acceptable in 

planning terms 

The catchment primary school 

is already operating at full 

capacity and the development 

will increase the demand 

further. 

There is spare capacity at 

the catchment primary school 

even allowing for the 

increased demand due to the 

development 

Directly related to the 

development 

There is a play area next to 

the development which needs 

new equipment and which 

There is a play area some 

distance away from the 

development which needs 

new equipment but which 



residents of the development 

will use. 

the new residents are 

unlikely to use. 

Fairly and reasonably related 

in scale and kind to the 

development 

There is already traffic 

congestion and the new 

development will increase 

the problem. We could 

request a contribution to 

make improvements to the 

highway network of the total 

cost of fixing the problem. 

There is already a traffic 

problem but the new 

development won’t make it 

significantly worse - section 

106 funding can’t be used to 

tackle ‘existing’ problems not 

linked to the development 

 

 

How Planning Obligations Are Agreed, And How To Get Involved 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) encourages developers to discuss their proposals 

with the Council before submitting planning applications through pre-application proposals. These 

discussions will include whether there is any need for planning obligations, and the likely 

requirements of them.  

As the local authority, one of our key roles in this process is to identify and prioritise 'needs' within 

the County and to consider these alongside present and proposed developer contributions.  For 

example, there might be a lack of play equipment in a residential area; no community hall where 

one is needed; or a very limited amount of affordable housing. 

In practice, it is reasonable for communities to identify those areas where there are weaknesses in 

social and physical infrastructure to which contributions could be sought from new 

development.  For example, affordable housing, open space and local environmental 

improvements. This can be through responding to consultation responses on planning applications.  

As part of this process, the Council maintains a Community Ideas Database.  This contains the 

'needs' or 'wishes' that have been formally identified by Councillors, Town/Parish Councils, 

residents' associations and other interested groups.   

We would like to update this information on an annual basis and are therefore writing to ask that 

you consider the needs of your community and submit your requests for new infrastructure for the 

council can take into consideration in future planning applications.  Please submit your ‘wish list’ 

addressed to Yvonne Coleman – Planning Obligations Manager ycoleman@herefordshire.gov.uk 

mailto:ycoleman@herefordshire.gov.uk


Planning obligations online 

The council has updated the web pages with regards to Planning Obligations. Please find a link to 

the web page below; 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/local-plan-1/section-106-planning-obligations 

There is a dedicated web page that enables a search of the section 106 monies that the council 

currently holds. This enables a search be ward, parish, planning gain type, planning application, 

development site. Please note that the search results will only show monies that the council has 

received. If there are no results for your ward or parish then the council has not received monies in 

your area.   

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/local-plan-1/section-106-planning-obligations/3 

 

I hope that this is useful. We welcome feedback on the functionality of the search function so that 

improvements can be made if needed.  

Yours sincerely,  

Yvonne Coleman 

Planning Obligations Manager 
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